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Matt Bishop MP

Forest of Dean Constituency

House of Commons

London SW1A 0AA

Chief Constable Jo Farrell
Sent via email
2" June 2026

Dear Chief Constable Jo Farrell,
| am writing today to commend your fantastic Police Scotland Youth Volunteer programme.

| recently returned from the International Symposium on Voluntary and Complementary
Policing in Budapest, where | had the pleasure of meeting a group of Police Scotland Youth
Volunteers.

As the only young people attending the event, they truly captured the essence of the youth
element of voluntary policing, and it was a genuine highlight of the conference to see them
speak so confidently before an international audience of experienced professionals in the
field. | am very glad that the Police Scotland executive authorised this visit, as the young
people gave a compelling and personal account of the current state of youth volunteeringin
policing. They are a real credit to the PSYV programme. It was also a pleasure to speak with
them personally — they engaged with me in a thoughtful and professional manner, offering
insightful reflections on their experiences and ambitions.

| believe the programme offers a brilliant opportunity for young people from all backgrounds to
come together while building confidence, resilience, and a strong sense of citizenship —
something we could all benefit from more of. | have no doubt that they will go on to have bright
futures and continue making positive contributions within their local communities.

| know that many other attendees at the conference were equally impressed by the group, and |
believe the PSYV programme will be seen as an exemplary model, element of which could
hopefully be replicated elsewhere. The sense of belonging, civic responsibility, and community
spirit fostered through this programme has the potential to become a real cornerstone of
communities at a time when polarisation and social disconnection are increasingly prevalent.

| hope PSYV volunteers will continue to have opportunities to share their expertise and
experiences at similar events in the future.

Kind regards,

Matt Bishop MP
Member of Parliament for the Forest of Dean

Taking the voice of the Forest to Westminster

0207 219 4589
matt.bishop.mp@parliament.uk




